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stronger together: 
Annunciation and Mount Olivet  

working and worshiping  
together since 2016. 

DECEMBER 24, 2020

5:00PM


A FESTIVAL OF NINE CAROLS 
AND LESSONS
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Welcome to  
Annunciation & Mount Olivet 

You are welcome at Annunciation and Mount Olivet.

All are invited to join as active participants in the


worship of God through word, music and sacrament.

When we celebrate together, 


all are always invited to God's table for Communion.


If you are a guest today, welcome to Annunciation and Mount Olivet.  
The two parishes have been working and worshipping together since 
2016. Please complete a CONNECT card on our website. For more infor-
mation, visit AnnunciationEpiscopal.com, www.MountOlivet.org, or call 
the church office at (504) 895-8697. Please check in on Facebook at 
AnnunciationNOLA or MountOlivetAlgiersPoint. Words in this bulletin in 
BOLD, we say or sing together. 

You can find this service live-streaming 
on the YouTube channel: 

“Free Church of the Annunciation - Episcopal” or 
hear the service live via Telephone by calling 

504-509-4650. 
If you miss the 10am live stream, you can listen to a recording of the ser-

vice at any point during the week. 

Rev. Duane Wiggin-Nettles, Officiant 

Jessica Holl & Steven Kennedy, Music Directors 

Natalie True, Vocalist, Organ, and Violin 

Eli Gay, Cello 

Special thanks to Michael Kennedy and Philip Carbo for their assistance. 

A friendly reminder to silence your mobile phones before the service.  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HYMN	 Once in Royal David’s City (The Hymnal 1982 #102)


Miriam Kennedy, solo (first verse)




(Continues on the next page) 
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THE BIDDING PRAYER  
Officiant	 Beloved in Christ, be it this Christmas Eve our care and de-

light to prepare ourselves to hear again the message of the 
angels; in heart and mind to go even unto Bethlehem and 
see this thing which is come to pass, and the Babe lying in a 
manger.


	 Let us read and mark in Holy Scripture the tale of the loving 
purposes of God from the first days of our disobedience 
unto the glorious Redemption brought us by this Holy Child; 
and let us make this Chapel, dedicated to Mary, his most 
blessed Mother, glad with our carols of praise:


	 But first let us pray for the needs of his whole world; for 
peace and health over all the earth; for unity and goodwill 
within the Church he came to build, and especially in the 
dominions of our sovereign lady Queen Elizabeth, within this 
University and City of Cambridge, and in the two royal and 
religious Foundations of King Henry VI here and at Eton:


	 And because this of all things would rejoice his heart, let us 
at this time remember in his name the poor and the help-
less, the cold and the hungry, the abused, the exploited and 
the oppressed; the sick in body and in mind and them that 
mourn; the isolated, the lonely and the unloved; the elderly 
and the little children; all who know not the Lord Jesus, or 
who love him not, or who by sin have grieved his heart of 
love.
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	 Lastly, let us remember before God all those who rejoice 
with us, but upon another shore and in a greater light, that 
multitude which no man can number, whose hope was in 
the Word made flesh, and with whom, in this Lord Jesus, we 
for evermore are one.


	 These prayers and praises let us humbly offer up to the 
throne of heaven, in the words which Christ himself hath 
taught us:


	 Our Father:

All	 Our Father, which art in heaven,  

hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  
in earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive them that trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation; 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
the power and the glory, for ever and ever.  
Amen. 

Officiant	 The Almighty God bless us with his grace: Christ give us the 
joys of everlasting life: and unto the fellowship of the citi-
zens above may the King of Angels bring us all.


All	 Amen.  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Solo	 O Holy Night (Adolphe Adam)


Eli Gay, cello solo


O Holy night! The stars are brightly shining

It is the night of our dear Savior's birth

Long lay the world in sin and error pining

'Til He appears and the soul felt its worth

A thrill of hope the weary world rejoices

For yonder breaks a new and glorious morn

Fall on your knees; O hear the Angel voices!

O night divine, O night when Christ was born

O night, O Holy night, O night divine!
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FIRST LESSON	 Genesis 3:8–15, 17–19


God tells sinful Adam that he has lost the life of Paradise and that his 
seed will bruise the serpent’s head.


And they heard the voice of the Lord God walking in the garden in the 
cool of the day: and Adam and his wife hid themselves from the pres-
ence of the Lord God amongst the trees of the garden. And the Lord 
God called unto Adam, and said unto him, Where art thou? And he said, 
I heard thy voice in the garden, and I was afraid, because I was naked; 
and I hid myself. And he said, Who told thee that thou wast naked? Hast 
thou eaten of the tree, whereof I commanded thee that thou shouldest 
not eat? 

And the man said, The woman whom thou gavest to be with me, she 
gave me of the tree, and I did eat. And the Lord God said unto the 
woman, What is this that thou hast done? And the woman said, The ser-
pent beguiled me, and I did eat. 

And the Lord God said unto the serpent, Because thou hast done this, 
thou art cursed above all cattle, and above every beast of the field; upon 
thy belly shalt thou go, and dust shalt thou eat all the days of thy life: and 
I will put enmity between thee and the woman, and between thy seed 
and her seed; it shall bruise thy head, and thou shalt bruise his heel. 

And unto Adam he said, Because thou hast hearkened unto the voice of 
thy wife, and hast eaten of the tree, of which I commanded thee, saying, 
Thou shalt not eat of it: cursed is the ground for thy sake; in sorrow shalt 
thou eat of it all the days of thy life; thorns also and thistles shall it bring 
forth to thee; and thou shalt eat the herb of the field; in the sweat of thy 
face shalt thou eat bread, till thou return unto the ground; for out of it 
wast thou taken; for dust thou art, and unto dust shalt thou return. 

Thanks be to God.
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FIRST CAROL	 The Tree of Life (My Heart Sings Out #149)


Jessica Holl, solo


The tree of life my soul hath seen,

Laden with fruit, and always green:

The trees of nature fruitless be

Compared with Christ the apple tree.


His beauty doth all things excel:

By faith I know, but ne’er can tell

The glory which I now can see

In Jesus Christ the apple tree.


For happiness I long have sought,

And pleasure dearly I have bought:

I missed of all: but now I see

‘Tis found in Christ the apple tree.


I’m weary with my former toil,

Here I will sit and rest awhile:

Under the shadow I will be

Of Jesus Christ the apple tree.


This fruit doth make my soul to thrive,

It keeps my dying faith alive;

Which makes my soul in hast to be

With Jesus Christ the apple tree.


Anonymous, from a collection of Joshua Smith, New Hampshire, 1784 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SECOND LESSON	 Genesis 22:15–18


God promises to faithful Abraham that in his seed shall all the nations of 
the earth be blessed.


And the angel of the Lord called unto Abraham out of heaven the sec-
ond time, and said, By myself have I sworn, saith the Lord, for because 
thou hast done this thing, and hast not withheld thy son, thine only son: 
that in blessing I will bless thee, and in multiplying I will multiply thy seed 
as the stars of the heaven, and as the sand which is upon the sea shore; 
and thy seed shall possess the gate of his enemies; and in thy seed shall 
all the nations of the earth be blessed; because thou hast obeyed my 
voice. 

Thanks be to God.


SECOND CAROL	 El Noi de la Mare (The Child of the Mother)

Steven Kennedy, guitar solo	 (arr. Miguel Llobet)  

9



THIRD LESSON	 Isaiah 9:2, 6–7


The prophet foretells the coming of the Saviour.


The people that walked in darkness have seen a great light: they that 
dwell in the land of the shadow of death, upon them hath the light 
shined. For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given: and the gov-
ernment shall be upon his shoulder: and his name shall be called Won-
derful, Counsellor, the Mighty God, the Everlasting Father, the Prince of 
Peace. Of the increase of his government and peace there shall be no 
end, upon the throne of David, and upon his kingdom, to order it, and to 
establish it with judgment and with justice from henceforth even for ever. 
The zeal of the Lord of hosts will perform this. 

Thanks be to God.


THIRD CAROL	 Unto us a boy is born (The Hymnal 1982 #98)
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FOURTH LESSON	 Isaiah 11:1-4a, 6-9


The peace that Christ will bring is foreshown.


And there shall come forth a rod out of the stem of Jesse, and a branch 
shall grow out of his roots: and the spirit of the Lord shall rest upon him, 
the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, 
the spirit of knowledge and of the fear of the Lord; and shall make him of 
quick understanding in the fear of the Lord. With righteousness shall he 
judge the poor, and reprove with equity for the meek of the earth. 

The wolf also shall dwell with the lamb, and the leopard shall lie down 
with the kid; and the calf and the young lion and the fatling together; and 
a little child shall lead them. And the cow and the bear shall feed; their 
young ones shall lie down together: and the lion shall eat straw like the 
ox. And the sucking child shall play on the hole of the asp, and the 
weaned child shall put his hand on the cockatrice’ den. They shall not 
hurt nor destroy in all my holy mountain: for the earth shall be full of the 
knowledge of the Lord, as the waters cover the sea. 

Thanks be to God.
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FOURTH CAROL	 Lo, how a Rose e’er blooming


Jessica Holl, Natalie True, and Steven Kennedy

Lo, how a Rose e’er blooming

from tender stem hath sprung!

Of Jesse’s lineage coming

as seers of old have sung.

It came, a blossom bright,

amid the cold of winter,

when half spent was the night.


Isaiah ‘twas foretold it,

the Rose I have in mind,

with Mary we behold it,

the Virgin Mother kind.

To show God’s love aright,

she bore to us a Savior,

when half spent was the night.


O Flower, whose fragrance tender

with sweetness fills the air,

dispel in glorious splendor

the darkness everywhere;

true man, yet very God,

from sin and death now save us,

and share our every load.


Words: St. 1-2 German, 15th cent.; tr. Theodore Baker (1851-1934). St. 3, 
Friedrich Layritz (1808-1859): tr. Harriet Reynolds Krauth Spaeth 
(1845-1925)

Music: Michael Praetorius (1571-1621)
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FIFTH LESSON	 Luke 1:26–35, 38


The angel Gabriel salutes the Blessed Virgin Mary.


And in the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God unto a city 
of Galilee, named Nazareth, to a virgin espoused to a man whose name 
was Joseph, of the house of David; and the virgin’s name was Mary. And 
the angel came in unto her, and said, Hail, thou that art highly favoured, 
the Lord is with thee: blessed art thou among women. And when she 
saw him, she was troubled at his saying, and cast in her mind what man-
ner of salutation this should be. And the angel said unto her, Fear not, 
Mary: for thou hast found favour with God. And, behold, thou shalt con-
ceive in thy womb, and bring forth a son, and shalt call his name Jesus. 
He shall be great, and shall be called the Son of the Highest: and the 
Lord God shall give unto him the throne of his father David: and he shall 
reign over the house of Jacob for ever; and of his kingdom there shall be 
no end. Then said Mary unto the angel, How shall this be, seeing I know 
not a man? And the angel answered and said unto her, The Holy Ghost 
shall come upon thee, and the power of the Highest shall overshadow 
thee: therefore also that holy thing which shall be born of thee shall be 
called the Son of God. And Mary said, Behold the handmaid of the Lord; 
be it unto me according to thy word. And the angel departed from her. 

Thanks be to God. 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FIFTH CAROL	 I sing of a maiden

Jessica Holl and Natalie True


I sing of a maiden

That is matchless,

King of all kings

For her son she chose.


He came as still

Where his mother was

As dew in April

That falls on the grass.


He came as still

To his mother's bower

As dew in April

That falls on the flower.


He came as still

Where his mother lay

As dew in April

That falls on the spray.


Mother and maiden

There was never, ever one but she;

Well may such a lady

God's mother be.


Words: author unknown (15th century, middle English) 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SIXTH LESSON	 Luke 2:1–7


St Luke tells of the birth of Jesus.


And it came to pass in those days, that there went out a decree from 
Cæsar Augustus, that all the world should be taxed. And all went to be 
taxed, every one into his own city. And Joseph also went up from 
Galilee, out of the city of Nazareth, into Judæa, unto the city of David, 
which is called Bethlehem; (because he was of the house and lineage of 
David:) to be taxed with Mary his espoused wife, being great with child. 
And so it was, that, while they were there, the days were accomplished 
that she should be delivered. And she brought forth her firstborn son, 
and wrapped him in swaddling clothes, and laid him in a manger; be-
cause there was no room for them in the inn. 

Thanks be to God. 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SIXTH CAROL	 O Come All Ye Faithful (The Hymnal 1982 #83)




(continues on next page) 

16



 

17



SEVENTH LESSON	 Luke 2:8–16


The shepherds go to the manger.


And there were in the same country shepherds abiding in the field, keep-
ing watch over their flock by night. And, lo, the angel of the Lord came 
upon them, and the glory of the Lord shone round about them: and they 
were sore afraid. And the angel said unto them, Fear not: for, behold, I 
bring you good tidings of great joy, which shall be to all people. For unto 
you is born this day in the city of David a Saviour, which is Christ the 
Lord. And this shall be a sign unto you; ye shall find the babe wrapped in 
swaddling clothes, lying in a manger. 

And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host 
praising God, and saying, Glory to God in the highest, and on earth 
peace, good will toward men. And it came to pass, as the angels were 
gone away from them into heaven, the shepherds said one to another, 
Let us now go even unto Bethlehem, and see this thing which is come to 
pass, which the Lord hath made known unto us. And they came with 
haste, and found Mary and Joseph, and the babe lying in a manger. 

Thanks be to God.
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SEVENTH CAROL	 Wexford Carol 
Jessica Holl (vocal), Eli Gay (cello), and Steven Kennedy (guitar) 

Good people all, this Christmas time,

Consider well and bear in mind

What our good God for us has done

In sending His beloved Son

With Mary holy we should pray,

To God with love this Christmas Day

In Bethlehem upon that morn,

There was a blessed Messiah born.


The night before that happy tide,

The noble virgin and her guide

Were long time seeking up and down

To find a lodging in the town.

But mark how all things came to pass

From every door repelled, alas,

As was foretold, their refuge all

Was but a humble ox's stall.


Near Bethlehem did shepherds keep

Their flocks of lambs and feeding sheep

To whom God's angels did appear

Which put the shepherds in great fear

Prepare and go, the angels said

To Bethlehem, be not afraid

For there you'll find, this happy morn

A princely Babe, sweet Jesus, born.


Words: traditional Irish carol; Arrangement: Yo-yo Ma 
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EIGHTH LESSON	 Matthew 2:1–12


The wise men are led by the star to Jesus.


Now when Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judæa in the days of Herod 
the king, behold, there came wise men from the east to Jerusalem, say-
ing, Where is he that is born King of the Jews? for we have seen his star 
in the east, and are come to worship him. 

When Herod the king had heard these things, he was troubled, and all 
Jerusalem with him. And when he had gathered all the chief priests and 
scribes of the people together, he demanded of them where Christ 
should be born. And they said unto him, In Bethlehem of Judæa: for 
thus it is written by the prophet, And thou Bethlehem, in the land of 
Juda, art not the least among the princes of Juda: for out of thee shall 
come a Governor, that shall rule my people Israel. 

Then Herod, when he had privily called the wise men, inquired of them 
diligently what time the star appeared. And he sent them to Bethlehem, 
and said, Go and search diligently for the young child; and when ye have 
found him, bring me word again, that I may come and worship him also. 

When they had heard the king, they departed; and, lo, the star, which 
they saw in the east, went before them, till it came and stood over where 
the young child was. When they saw the star, they rejoiced with exceed-
ing great joy. And when they were come into the house, they saw the 
young child with Mary his mother, and fell down, and worshipped him: 
and when they had opened their treasures, they presented unto him 
gifts; gold, and frankincense, and myrrh. 

And being warned of God in a dream that they should not return to 
Herod, they departed into their own country another way. 

Thanks be to God.


20



EIGHTH CAROL	 Coventry Carol 
Jessica Holl (vocal) and Steven Kennedy (guitar)


Lully, lullah, thou little tiny child,

Bye bye, lully, lullay.

Thou little tiny child,

Bye bye, lully, lullay.


O sisters too, how may we do

For to preserve this day

This poor youngling for whom we sing,

"Bye bye, lully, lullay”?


Herod the king, in his raging,

Chargèd he hath this day

His men of might in his own sight

All young children to slay.


That woe is me, poor child, for thee

And ever mourn and may

For thy parting neither say nor sing,

"Bye bye, lully, lullay.”


Words: unknown from 16th century; Music: Picardy third 
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NINETH LESSON	 John 1:1–14


St John unfolds the great mystery of the Incarnation.


In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the 
Word was God. The same was in the beginning with God. All things were 
made by him; and without him was not any thing made that was made. 
In him was life; and the life was the light of men. And the light shineth in 
darkness; and the darkness comprehended it not. There was a man sent 
from God, whose name was John. The same came for a witness, to bear 
witness of the Light, that all men through him might believe. He was not 
that Light, but was sent to bear witness of that Light. That was the true 
Light, which lighteth every man that cometh into the world. He was in 
the world, and the world was made by him, and the world knew him not. 
He came unto his own, and his own received him not. But as many as 
received him, to them gave he power to become the sons of God, even 
to them that believe on his name: Which were born, not of blood, nor of 
the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God. And the Word was 
made flesh, and dwelt among us, (and we beheld his glory, the glory as 
of the only begotten of the Father), full of grace and truth. 

Thanks be to God.
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NINTH CAROL	 Silent Night (The Hymnal 1982 #111) 

Miriam Kennedy (violin), Jessica Holl (vocal), & Steven Kennedy (guitar) 
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THE BIDDING PRAYER  
Officiant	 The Lord be with you.


All	 And with thy spirit.


Officiant	 Let us pray.


	 O God, who makest us glad with the yearly remembrance of 
the birth of thy only son, Jesus Christ: grant that as we joy-
fully receive him for our redeemer, so we may with sure con-
fidence behold him, when he shall come to be our judge; 
who liveth and reigneth with thee and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, world without end.


All	 Amen. 

Officiant	 Christ, who by his incarnation gathered into one things 
earthly and heavenly, fill you with peace and goodwill, and 
make you partakers of the divine nature; and the blessing of 
God Almighty, the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, be 
amongst you and remain with you always.


All	 Amen. 
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HYMN	 Hark the Harold Angel (The Hymnal 1982 #87) 

 
25



Copyright

Today’s service is the service of Nine Lessons and Carols is based on the service from King’s 
College Chapel in the United Kingdom and adapted to local use with permission. ● Scriptures 
are excerpted from the Authorized Version of King James. Public domain. ● Hymns come from 
The Hymnal 1982, My Heart Sings Out,  Used by permission from Church Publishing, Inc. All 
rights reserved. ● Licensing for streaming this service online secured through CCLI (www.ccli.-
com CCLI License # 3126411) and One License (www.onelicense.net One License 
#A-734794). ● The front artwork depicting Mount Olivet was drawn by Joseph Levy III, a friend 
of Bill Grundmeyer, while on his deathbed. Joseph passed away in 2007. ● The front artwork 
depicting Annunciation was drawn by Robert (Bob) Haslach of Washington D.C., a member of 
St. Columba’s Episcopal Church who volunteered at Annunciation many times after Katrina 
and became a good friend to the parish. Bob passed away in 2015.
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Free Church of the

Annunciation 
an Episcopal church since in 1844 

4505 S. Claiborne Avenue

corner of South Claiborne Ave. and Jena St. 

New Orleans, LA, 70125

504-895-8697


www.AnnunciationEpiscopal.com


Mount Olivet 
Episcopal Church


an Episcopal church since in 1846 
530 Pelican Avenue


corner of Pelican Ave. and Olivier St. 
New Orleans, LA, 70114


504-366-4650

www.MountOlivet.org


